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Has Obscenity Achieved Respectability? 


The rapid decline of literary standards in recent years has been the 
cause of a considerable amount of concern in the secular press. An editorial 
“After Obscenity What?” in the February 17, 1962, Saturday Evening Post, 
for example, points up the crisis that this has created in edueational cireles: 
“Talk to the students in creative-writing courses in any American college, 
and you will quickly discover that many of them are convinced that no 
novel is much good unless it contains the frankest possible discussion of 
sexual matters, in lavatory language. ... The college literary magazines 
are filling up with this sort of thing, to the accompaniment of a running 
battle with the faculty, who are prodded to aetion by indignant parents.” 

Two years ago in HPR, Father M. Joseph Costelloe, S.J., discussed the 
problem of “Sex in Contemporary Literature” in the light of the repeated 
warnings from ecclesiastical authorities on dangerous books. Father's 
treatment of the subject at the time made a tremendous impact, and the 
supply of copies was quickly exhausted. Under the titles, “Literature and 
Life” and “Art and Morality,” Father Costelloe will continue his investiga- 
tion of the problem. 
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